
Community Coalition
for ChildrenTM

Editor: Cathy G. Bokoff

Helping
Children Thrive

A Handbook for Grassroots
Regional Collaboration



Helping
Children Thrive

A Handbook for Grassroots
Regional Collaboration

Editor:  Cathy G. Bokoff
Community Coalition for Children™

P. O. Box 447
East Lyme, CT 06333

(860) 444-4790
Email:  info@communitycoalitionforchildren.org
Website:  www.communitycoalitionforchildren

© Copyright 2007 by Cathy G. Bokoff

Published by:  Lifescape Enterprises
P. O. Box 218

West Mystic, CT 06388
Email:  Lifescapeent@aol.com

All rights reserved on the ™ captioned material and text.  We encourage purchasers to reproduce our
templates and manipulate the disk.  (Community Coalition for Children™ and Community Coalition for
Children must be removed from any resulting products.)  All inquiries should be addressed to the Community
Coalition for Children™ at the contacts listed above.

Printed in the United States of America
10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

First Edition

Library of Congress Control Number:  2001012345
ISBN 1-879979-04-7

Graphic Design by Jeanne Sigel

Printing by The Day Printing Company



“Where’s the Handbook?!?”
How often have we heard – or uttered – “Where’s the Handbook?!?” when dealing with

children?  As a parent, we angst over every word, every action, thinking, “Will this lead to a future
President or to many sessions on a therapist’s couch?”  An educator may ruminate, “How do I
effectively teach to so many different students, so many different learning styles?”   And, all too
many times, we hear rumblings, “Kids just don’t show respect anymore.”

It was after yet another session of just such agonizing amongst a group of adults that the idea
arose to bring a noted parenting expert to our area to teach us what to do with our children.  And
not just teach us from one perspective, but to incorporate all influential players in our children’s
lives: parents, educators, coaches, health and social service professionals, businesspeople,
community members.  For in reality, does an entire community not benefit from careful nurturing of
respectful, resilient and productive citizens of all ages?

Thus was born the Community Coalition for Children™ over ten years ago.  From that nascent
idea sprung a decade of presenting practical solutions for everyday living and working with
children.  What sets CCC apart, as our renowned speakers and others frequently comment, is our
unusual collaboration of public, independent and alternative schools, institutions and community
organizations to deal with issues that face us all.  The passion, the energies, the commitment, the
tangible connections and growth generated through the Community Coalition for Children™ is
palpable and stimulating!

Now, we are eager to share our concepts and lessons learned over a decade of experience as
a springboard for communities all around the nation to form similar coalitions.  This handbook
contains a comprehensive outline of a typical program year.  You are welcome to use any and all of
the information contained herein and adapt it for your own region. Remember though, all specific
references to Community Coalition for Children™ must be removed.  Save countless people hours
and expense by building upon these proven methods.

Just as the Community Coalition for Children™ continues to achieve in eastern Connecticut,
so, too, may you collaborate and connect families, schools and organizations and communities, all
to help children thrive.  Let’s begin connecting…

Cathy G. Bokoff
Founding Partner and Immediate Past Chairperson
Community Coalition for Children™
Summer 2007
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I’m deeply impressed by the work
of the Community Coalition for
Children… what an important
ripple effect you produce!
Adele Faber, author of How to talk
So Kids Will Listen & Listen So
Kids Will Talk  (2007)

Every cop, every judge, every shrink will tell
you that their power to help kids is miniscule
compared to the incredible power that rises up
out of concerned, active communities.
Without that magic, little is possible.  With it,
nothing is impossible.  I know about that
awesome power because I’ve seen it first
hand in the work of the Community Coalition
for Children, the folks who’ve created this
handbook. If magic can be packaged and
replicated, then here it is.
Dr. Michael J. Bradley, author of Yes, Your
Teen is Crazy! Loving Your Kid
Without Losing Your Mind  (2007)

It’s wonderful to come to an area where
coalition exists… people working closely
together to design and implement programs
helpful to youths and to families… (this) will
have a major impact on the community.
Dr. Robert Brooks, author of Raising
Resilient Children: Strategies for Fostering
Self Esteem & Motivation  (1998)

... the Coalition
program affirmed
what I’m doing
and gave me some
new ideas.
Local parent

Made me want
to get
out and help
change our
culture!
Local student

The Coalition is a treasure… they already have the
idea.  I really believe the future of the world is
based on this effort to connect.
Dr. Edward M. Hallowell,  author of Childhood
Roots of Adult Happiness  (2003)

I feel re-energized with some
new tools to be both a parent
and teacher…
Local participant

The Coalition gives kids a voice... their voices got stronger.
Barbara Coloroso, author of Kids Are Worth It! (2002)
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